THE AGE OF MACHINERY
by compelling the application of fresh doses of capital and
labour to the land. Hence the conclusion was drawn that
the only way for farming to become permanently and
naturally prosperous was not by artificial expedients, such
as protective tariffs, but by a larger circle of international
exchange.
The wretched plight of the English farm labourers was
adduced in evidence that the corn laws brought no benefit
to this impoverished section of the rural community. Their
low wages did not fluctuate according to the price of wheat;
and as they spent a larger proportion of their earnings on
bread than did any other class, they suffered most from a
precipitous rise. 'I be protected/ a labourer is quoted as
saying, 'and I be starving.5 It was estimated that less than
thirty shillings a year on manufactures (except shoes) were
expended for a whole family. c We have exported more goods
to Brazil in one year than have been consumed in a year by
the agricultural peasantry and their families.3 Their poverty
was shown also in their dwellings, of which some were
stigmatized as 'worse than the wigwams of the American
Indians.*
While the advocates of repeal relied upon the strength of
their destructive criticisms, the governing factor in the final
analysis was the growth of population. The corn laws could
not be debated merely from the angle of how far English
agriculturists were able to feed the existing population, but
whether they could cope with the needs of a rapidly expand-
ing population at reasonable prices. It was imperative to
enlarge the ai ea of supply; and though the production of
home-grown wheat had been increased by the enclosure of
the waste, it was necessary to draw upon external sources in
order to obtain abundance of food at the 'natural' world
price. It was not less vital to provide employment for the
new recruits to industry, and this meant winning access to
foreign markets by our willingness to accept their agri-
cultural produce.
The struggle between the champions of the corrk laws and
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